Dear Parents,

This March Chet F. Harritt will offer a Saturday morning program of extended learning activities and enrichment for K-8 students who have missed one or more days of school this year.  The three-hour Saturday program will provide an opportunity for your child to gain back a full day of school attendance and allow the District to gain back a day of attendance funding. 

Our Saturday morning program will occur on Saturday, March 3rd from 8:30 to 11:30. Students must arrive promptly and no late students will be permitted to attend. Furthermore, students must stay through the entire session (no early pick up). No transportation will be provided. 
Students will attend one of three enrichment sessions with primary students participating in a drama/performing arts program, intermediate students participating in a “going green” art program, and middle school students creating multimedia projects using Microsoft Photostory. 
Breakfast will be available. Free and reduced prices are in effect. Reduced prices are 25 cents and full price is one dollar. 
Again, the Santee School District would like to offer this program to help gain back funding lost to absences. The State of California’s financial crisis has affected everyone and K-12 education is no exception.  Santee School District’s operating budget has been reduced by more than $6 million within the past two years.  During this time, teachers and administrators have maintained the high quality of our educational program as witnessed by the most recent increase in California State testing results.  We continue to look for every option to avoid further reductions in personnel and classroom supplies.  

This year a major area of focus for the Santee School District is increasing student attendance.  When students are not in school dollars are lost. We realize when there is an illness or family emergency, an absence cannot be avoided.  As a District, we are looking for ways to capture some of the lost funding from student attendance as one method of maintaining our quality program.  

If you are interested in having your son/daughter attend this program, please fill out and return the attached permission slip and return it to your son/daughter’s teacher by Friday, February 24th, 2012. 

Daniel Prouty

Vice Principal

